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I have heard my half-brother Lawrence
say that he had learned from his elders
that my English ancestors were violent
Loyalists, especially one Sir Henry Wash-
ington, when the great straggle arose be-
tween the Parliament and the King in the
time of the Commonwealth.

I recall that, when a young man, I was
riding with my friend George Mason, and
when this matter arose, and he asked me
whether if I had lived in those days I should
have "been for the crown or the commons, I
replied that if I had lived in that time I
could have answered him, but that I was not
enough informed concerning that period to
be able to state on which side I should have
been. Certainly I should have found it hard
to make war on the King.

I profess myself to be ignorant as to
much that concerns my ancestry. When too
young to have the smallest interest in the
matter, I heard rny two half-brothers and
William Fairfax conversing on the subject
of the origin of ray family. The brothers
were not very clear as to our descent, but
were of opinion that we came of the Wash-
ingtons of Sulgrave, originally of Lanca-
shire. In 1791 the Garter king-at-arms, Sirar, the catalogue of traitors was
